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UNDONE WITH JUST ONE LOOK
All through the pages of Scripture: we find encounters with Jesus that pushed people well
beyond human limitations. Here’s some examples of what happens when people meet Jesus:
OT PROPHET ISAIAH “Woe is me, for I am UNDONE… (RUINED NIV; LOST ESV; SILENT YLT) I am a man of
• Isaiah 6:5 NKJV unclean lips… in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King.”
•

Isaiah 33:17 ESV

“Your eyes will behold the king in his BEAUTY; they will see a land that stretches afar.”

OT PROPHET DANIEL

“His body was like beryl, his face like the brilliance of lightning, his eyes like flaming
torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of polished bronze, and his voice like the
sound of a multitude… So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision. No strength
remained in me; my face grew deathly pale, and I was POWERLESS.…...”

•

Daniel 10:6-7 BSB

NT DISCIPLE PETER
•

Luke 5:8 ESV

“when Simon Peter saw it, he FELL DOWN at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’ [For they] were astonished at the catch of fish... And
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”

•

2 Peter 1:16c-17

“we were eyewitnesses of his majesty… [when] the voice was borne to him by the
Majestic Glory… we ourselves HEARD THIS VERY VOICE borne from heaven...”

•

John 21:7 ESV

“When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he… THREW HIMSELF into the sea.”

OT PROPHET EZEKIEL

“Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance
around him… When I saw it, I FELL facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking.”

•

Ezekiel 1:28 NIV

NT DISCIPLE JOHN
•

“When I saw him, I FELL at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me,
Revelation 1:17-18 saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one...”

Without exception: all the people who’ve seen Him, who’ve heard Him speak, every life that’s
been touched by His – they all tell of an experience so overwhelming that they lost their
composure. They couldn’t stand, some couldn’t walk, couldn’t speak, couldn’t stare, couldn’t
imagine what they experienced. The stories are true… every time we get close to Jesus we are
lifted to life on a new level. Our day and age is unprecedented in its complexity. Many stumble
or doubt the thought of impacting our world for the better. As we enter this new era together it
is our heartfelt cry that we would be undone as we meet in God’s presence. May he unfurl our
hangups, shortcomings and our short-sightedness, and may lift our eyes and restore our
confidence in His kingdom instead of our own. May He “tune our hearts to sing His grace.”
Pastor Bart Thomas

2021 Annual General Meeting

1) CALL TO ORDER
Membership Report (updated MARCH, 2022)
n MEMBERS NEEDED TO FORM A QUORUM: MINIMUM OF 27 MEMBERS PRESENT (40%)

1. Alford, Charlie
2. Alford, Linda
3. Anderson, Colleen
4. Bates, Florence
5. Bottcher, Henry
6. Bottcher, Tita
7. Brock, Holden
8. Brock, Shelden
9. Brock, Stacey
10. Bull, Rick
11. Bull, Wilma
12. *Casimer, Russ
13. *Casimer, Margaret
14. Chartier, Gail
15. Cooke, Pat
16. Cooke, Wayne
17. *Daoust, Louise
18. Davies, Lillian
19. Davies, Rose
20. *Duffy, Matt
21. *Duffy, Sandra
22. Dyck, Robert
23. Dyck, Susan
24. Elke, David
25. Elke, Sandra
26. Ellis, Bob
27. Ellis, Trish
28. Gale, Jim
29. Graham, Melissa
30. Graham, Robert
31. Kruger, Kendra
32. Harbottle, Peter
33. Haward, Collince

34. Hoover, Donna
35. Hoover, Gerry
36. Kellsey, Bonnie
37. *Leuenberger, Mari-Anne
38. Mackey, James
39. Marcelet, Jane
40. Marcelet, Lucien
41. Marques, Aliane
42. Marsh, Kim
43. *McGee, Michael
44. *McGee, Alicia
45. *Mckenzie, Sandra
46. Metcalfe, John
47. Metcalfe, Carrie
48. McGuire, Debbie
49. *Ogden, Alan
50. *Ogden, Beverly
51. Pilakottil, Manjusha
52. Praithash, Haward
53. Price, Anthony
54. Price, Barbara
55. Primeau, Yves
56. Pugsley, Pat
57. Roadhouse, Mary
58. Ross, Dee
59. Ross, Ian
60. Stothard, Patricia
61. Seronik, Alison
62. Tara, Techi
63. Thomas, Bart
64. Thomas, Christina
65. Zimmer, Lynda
66. Zimmer, Michael

INACTIVE LIST
- Phyllis Lowenberg
- Gail Blidook
- Ken Blidook
- Mike Kriesel
- Nicole Kriesel
- Shay Mackey
- Brandt Anderson
- Tiffany Anderson
- Brian Kelly
- Deanna Jung
- Ingrid Traub

MOVED
- David & Isabel George
- Len & Janice Teichroeb
NEW MEMBERS
- indicated by *
DECEASED
- Ed Greenwood
- Katie Greenwood
- Dorothy Tomlin
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2) DEVOTIONAL & PRAYER
n Pastor Bart

3) PREVIOUS MINUTES: 2020 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
n Previous Minutes (NOVEMBER 21st, 2021) recorded by Debbie McGuire

CALL TO ORDER:
1. Call to Order: 10:20 am by Pastor Bart
o Reason for 2020 AGM delay explained, rules, requirements of motions & reports
2. Prayer and Devotional
3. Membership called: 34 members present with a 56% (25% quorum required)
o Motion for recording secretary M.S.C (Debbie McGuire)
o Tuson lead in worship: How Great is Our God
4. Motion to postpone 2020 AGM: due to Covid, M.S.C
5. Previous minutes: 2019 Annual Business Mtg. M.S.C
6. Financial Report: Treasures Notes 2020 AGM by Wilma Bull
7. Election of Board Members: M.S.C
8. Reports:
o Summer Internship (age limit has lowered for student applicants)
OLD BUSINESS:
•

furnace-gas consumption being tracked with online portal

•

Attic insulated with a portion of Olson bequest

•

Back lot, assessed/surveyed in 2021, approached Town Planner, awaiting response

NEW BUSINESS:
•

full AGM to be held in March 2022

•

Roof discovery - metal screws coming loose holding down sheet metal

•

Leak fixed around the West HVAC units

PRAYER & ADJOURNMENT: by Pastor Tony @ 11:05 am M.S.C
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4) FINANCIAL REPORT (A)
Balance Sheet A: December 31, 2021 (Does not include FITT Ministries)

FINANCIAL REPORT (B)
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n Income and Expenses: January – December 2021 (Does not include FITT Ministries)

A duck! That’s the perfect picture of Park Drive Church during the last 2 years.
On the surface, it seems to be floating calmy as it navigated the troubled waters of restrictions,
ever changing regulations and loss. However, if you looked below the surface, the staff and
volunteers were paddling furiously to stay afloat. Which they did, with grace and style.
During 2021 the budget was revised mid-year when it became obvious our income (general
offerings and building rental) would not be sufficient to cover the budgeted expenditures and
the realization that our usual activities would not be resuming before the end of the year. As
you can see by the financial documents, we finished the year in the black...
(continued next page)
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FINANCIAL REPORT (C)

n 2017 - 2021 Five Year Summary

The 2022 budget, by design, is quite lean to ensure we can meet our priorities; Worship
Services, Congregation & Community, Salaries and Facilities. Please prayerfully consider this
budget and your personal commitment to supporting it.
It has been my great joy to watch as God’s plan for PDC unfolded over the last 2 years. Each
time we had a need, the exact thing or event appeared on scene as if it were a well scripted
play…… Our God is the most amazing author and faithful provider in all things. I’ve seen what
we’ve been able to do in his strength, during a time of adversity – I’m beyond excited to see
His plan for the next act unfold.
All Financial Reports submitted by:
Jane Marcelet
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5) ELECTION OF BOARD MEMBERS
n Nominating Committee

PURPOSE – The Nominating Committee is a Leadership committee that determines from the
church membership, mature candidates suitable for service on the Leadership Team.
Accordingly, By-Law 3.1.3. (Local Church Constitution) says, “It shall be the duty of the
nominating committee to receive submissions for each office to be filled and, after determining
if such individuals are qualified and willing to serve, shall present a slate of nominees for
consideration at the congregational business meeting.”
n Committee Representatives – Staff: Pastor Stacey Brock; Leadteam: Debbie McGuire and
Carrie-Leigh Metcalfe; Congregation: Kendra Kruger, Linda Alford and Bob Ellis
n Term of Office & Status
ELIGIBILITY – Each electable term of office is valid for two years. No board member may serve more
than three consecutive terms (six years) without taking reprieve of one year prior to re-election.
Carrie Metcalfe

elected 03/15/20 (served one of six years; completing 2nd year of a 2 year term)

Debbie McGuire

elected 03/15/20 (served one of six years; completing 2nd year of a 2 year term)

There was a total of seventeen names nominated. Out of those seventeen names, nine names
received a majority vote by the committee. Five persons have allowed their names to stand for service
on the 2022 Leadteam:
Dave Elke

Debbie Mcguire

Carrie-Leigh Metcalfe

Jane Marcelet

Kendra Kruger

n Motion to Approve: the slate of names presented to serve as the 2021 Leadteam…
Submitted by
Pastor Stacey Brock

6) MINISTRY REPORTS
Community Programs
n Operation Christmas Child

Matthew 21:22 – “Whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
God did remarkable things around the world through Operation Christmas Child in 2021.
Through many obstacles and challenges He was faithful and made the way for Samaritans Purse
to take shoe box gifts and the gospel of Christ to children in more than 100 countries, and
territories. El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Guinea, Sierra
Leone, just to name a few.

Our congregation sent out 34 boxes in the 2021 journey, lets keep this worthwhile mission going,
it begins with us and results in Evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication. Teaching our kids
about giving, parents often use this project. Churches and groups collect boxes and some also
serve as drop off points for others. Thousands of volunteers serve every year inspecting and
preparing the boxes for International shipping. Every hour they stop for a few minutes to pray
for the children receiving these boxes. National Leadership Teams train pastors and community
leaders to share the message and bless children around the world. They learn to host child
friendly outreach events and how to implement the Greatest Journey follow up discipleship
program. As a result boys and girls grow in Christ, they share with friends and family, many
become Active members in their local churches. Family reached churches grow, new churches
are started and communities are transformed. It all starts with you. Join what God is doing and
pack a shoebox 9.1 million shoebox gifts were distributed to children in need at over 81,000
outreach events. It is rewarding to be a small part of that in God’s Kingdom.
LET’S DECLARE HIS GLORY AMONG THE NATIONS!! (PSALM 96:3)
n Prayer Chain

Over 100 prayer requests went out to our prayer warriors this past year, and that doesn’t count
the prayers we interceded with God for ones not on the prayer lists. We also received many
praise reports and updates on the miracles of God.
We have all faced many challenges over this past year and prior. Some of us are not where we
thought we would be in life, some have no idea how to move beyond the spot in which they’re
presently stuck. Uncertainty of what the future holds, hopelessness, illness, broken relationships,
depression, the death of loved ones, and many other difficulties can all seem overwhelming.
God has not left us to face these circumstances alone. Whatever obstacles we face, we can be
encouraged to know promises of God’s Word, when applied to our lives leads us in the direction
He intends us to go! We can have peace and live better, love better, lead better when we keep
God present and filled with His glory. The things of this world tend to rub off on us and our
independency increases if we don’t keep our eyes focused on God. We need to live intentionally
in His presence and not get caught up in the world around us.
Lord, may we be so filled with Your presence that others would notice You in our lives. Transform
us by Your presence, give us the strength to live each day close to Your heart. Fill us Lord that
our community would see Your grace and goodness, power and love through us. In Jesus name,
Amen!
Submitted by,
Debbie McGuire

Family Ministries
“He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who is
in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.’” (Matthew 9:37)

In 2021 we faced new challenges as a church family, and our children’s ministry is no different in that
respect. From May to September, we were blessed to Have Rebekah Thomas-Cook who brought
virtual activities and services to our children and youth.
In October, we moved to in person Kids Church during our 11:00 service each Sunday running a
program called “What’s in the Bible”. This is a 52-week program which was created and produced
by the same makers as the popular “Veggie Tales” adding fun and relevance to some of the more
complex church and biblical history. We have had steady attendance of 6-12 kids and have started
some projects in the kid’s church room to support the kids’ engagement and comfort in the church.
2021 HIGHLIGHTS:
•

Virtual kids’ program with Rebekah

•

In-Person Kids Church resumed Oct 2021

•

Cereal Box collection & Donated Bookshelves - project in progress to display books of bible

•

“Quiet Tent” set up in kids’ room with comfortable chairs and fidgets as a safe space

•

Christmas Choir/Pageant

Through the last months of 2021, the kids learned about where the bible comes from, including
church history, how the bible came together and understanding that the bible is God’s word. We
were also able to put together a kids Christmas Choir and the kids were so excited to get to connect
with the rest of the church.
I am so grateful and have been blessed to be involved with this ministry and to be allowed to continue
this important work. Thank you for this opportunity, thank you to all the volunteers and thank you
always for your prayers and kindness.

Worship Team
2021 was a monumental year for the Worship Department! God’s blessings were lavished upon
us through a kind donation. This allowed us to purchase a Baby Grand Piano and a lightly used
(new to us) drum kit. The acquiring of these amazing instruments led to some construction on
stage to create a drum room. These two instruments were not the only new instruments God had
in store for us this year. The church received a call one day that a lovely lady was looking to
donate some equipment so Bart and Stacey went to check it out. The “equipment” turned out

to be some really nice new guitars and amps and other goodies that have (along with our new
Piano and Drum kit) brought us into a wonderful new and improved sound!
The church closures we have experienced this past year were used to improve our stage sound
and function. Bart rewired the entire system which allows us to use some of our new equipment
such as in ear monitors and of course the stage build for our new to us drum kit allows for more
control over how the drums are mixed into the music.
We have been experimenting with a new schedule that Pastor Stacey implemented which allows
for our worship leaders (when they are able) to lead over a three week period. I have really
benefited from this as it has allowed me to practice and implement what I learn each time I lead.
I trust it has similar benefits for our other leaders. A choir was formed this year from some of our
vocalists and a new piano player to our department (the fabulous Sandra) for a Christmas Concert
that at the last minute had to be switched to an online performance. Those of us who participated
in it are keen to do it again in the future and perhaps we will have the opportunity to perform
live next time. May God continue to bless us this year in our worship of “He who is worthy to be
praised!”
Submitted by,
Carrie-Leigh Metcalfe

7) FACILITY REPORTS
Rentals
Unfortunately, rentals remained cautiously slow throughout 2021.
We were able to
accommodate Desert Sun Resource and Counseling, Food Mesh, AA and Al-Anon when
protocols allowed.
Mom’s Stop the Harm is a new rental and we are fortunate to support such a Community Based
resource. We have had a local Strata, Gleaners and the Food Bank rent the Flexible Office Space
for meetings this year. Guitar lessons and the Access Center remain consistent.
We also have been able to work with Nunes-Pottinger Funeral Home on two occasions to provide
space for Funerals within our Community. This is a unique opportunity to open our doors and
contribute a safe comfortable setting for family and friends during an arduous time..
Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Anderson

Team Coordinator
n Volunteer Ministry

Thank you to each of you who volunteered this past year. Your ability to be flexible with the
ever-changing schedule through this Covid year must be commended.
When our volunteers were able to gather each one was most valuable with their skills and time
they shared with our Church. From the ladies who cleaned and replaced broken chair leg plugs
in the Sanctuary to the painting of the bathroom floors and the stage renovation was completed
with many hands, tools and long hours of labor put forth.
It was a highlight moment when we could go back to Heritage House this past fall and share
music, scripture and pray with the residents who attended our Service once a month on a
Wednesday morning. I am always reminded that we may be few in a season, we are mighty in
our efforts and time that each one contributes to the betterment of our Church & Church Family.

“Volunteering is at the very core of being a human. No one
has made it through life without someone else’s help.”
n Seminars & Workshops 2021

It was my personal achievement this year to organize and facilitate a Mental Health Workshop
for the Staff at Park Drive. It was a unique opportunity to be given a small grant through BC
Mental Health to host a workshop on how to care for oneself, each other as staff and assist others.
Our Presenter shared techniques on how to fill up our 911 Mental Health toolbox and walk
alongside others who required empathy and assistance with their Mental Health.
n Facility Rentals

We were able to accommodate new organizations who were looking for meeting spaces and
businesses who required a unique location for a specific program. When all had to be closed
due to covid restrictions, we unfortunately lost all the rentals except for Access Center. The down
time gave us the opportunity to re-evaluate the rental space. How could we become more user
friendly and utilize both levels of our Church? We now have two Flex Office Spaces, upstairs and
on the main level. That is very attractable to those who cannot use the stairs. We also installed
a coded dead bolt on the kitchen door which gives renters access through the kitchen door and
down the hall to the rental space. We look forward to attracting new renters and welcoming back
previous renters in the near future.

n Summer Internship

Shelden Brock was the recipient of the Canada’s Summer Grant Program of 2021. He was
involved with the enormous Technology department from sound to internet to a new phone
system and with that, the challenges and accomplishments went forth. He mastered filming skills
and the ability to dismantle and replace a studio in record time. He also was responsible for the
weekly donations and paperwork that went with this task. Shelden was our humorous, incredibly
people concerned and conscientious staff member. When times were difficult, Shelden could
turn it around with a surprise humor moment and we could all take a moment and enjoy a laugh.
n Welcome Sunday – October 17th 2021

It started with a dedication of the drum set and piano through the generous gift of Marjorie
and Edwin Olson’s Estate. Sean and Daune Gerela represented the family in this memorable
prayer of thanksgiving and remembrance. A plaque was engraved for both instruments with a
Bible Verse, date and Edwin and Marjorie Olson’s names. We welcomed Families, couples, and
individuals during both our Services. We extend a heartfelt welcome to each one of them and
pray that they feel the love and kindness that Park Drive Church extends:
Sandra McKenzie

David Howard

John & Sherrie Finley

Aliane Marques

Philip Howard

Mari-Anne & Ernie
Leuenberger

Paul & Katie Munro and their
children Darcy, DJ & Raine
Shawn & Cindy Smith and
their daughter Sento
Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Anderson
Team Coordinator

8) STAFF REPORTS
Outreach Pastor
Coffee Mornings – 2021 saw a continuation of our 2020 church involvement, due to the ongoing
virus and ever changing rules. It’s been a year of thoughtful consideration when trying to adapt
any sort of viable outreach opportunities or ideas. As a whole the larger Christian community
seems to wrestle with itself over what we consider acceptable government’s advice/orders, our
freedoms and interpretations or what we believe the Bible says about the times we live in.
Obviously the same thinking seeps through our local church making the whole area of reaching
out all the more difficult.

Coffee mornings were suspended from January through May of 2021. A small group of us
managed to meet up for coffee and chats at Tuc-el-nuit lake for several weeks through our
smoky summer. But official gatherings at the church mid-week ground to a halt until later in the
fall when we met several times under strict covid regulations. My personal experience at the
park brought about a sense of support and strength as I battled through health issues I had
never experienced before. I was encouraged with prayer and advice and it hammered home
our need for ongoing interaction together. Small groups give us freedom to share our hearts,
no judgments, a listening ear, a release of wisdom for whatever we are going through. We are
excited to see Coffee Time restart along with in-house Bible Study and Heritage House Bible
Study once a month.
It’s my belief that onwards through this year we have to reinvent ourselves, adjust our focus
retool our thinking and outreach as a group. One small group of coffee toting individuals can
make a difference by inviting others to come out for an hour. When we connect with each other
we grow closer and develop a deep sense of unity when we intentionally bring the
conversations around to the ‘goodness of God’ and look beyond our own situations. Maybe
you want more of a connection and feel the need to ‘bond’ deeper with your church family,
‘coffee hour’ is the perfect place to start your journey and really get to know others in a relaxed
atmosphere. Conversations are varied but we need you to know we are available to pray for
your needs and concerns, so just make it known.
Sincerely in Christ’s service,
Pastor Tony Price & Barb Price

Associate Pastor
Dr. Jill Murray a relationship councilor out of California once wrote that “the
comeback is always stronger than the setback.” and have we ever suffered
a ton of setbacks over the past two years. In fact, our entire lives have been
upheaved and put on hold. Anxiety and feelings of loneliness and isolation
has increased exponentially worldwide. With prolonged COVID restrictions
and recent environmental and global unrest, were all holding our breath in
fear of what might come next. We’ve had to cancel plans, put off important celebrations, and
find a new way to safely coexist without killing each other over our differences. And the longer
this goes on the more difficult it can be to hope for a brighter future. With all the setbacks it’s
easy to focus on what we feel we’ve lost or can no longer do rather than focus on all the
opportunities that still lie before us. Dr. Jill says “You may be asking yourself when those
setbacks are going to take a back seat in your life. The simple answer is: when you begin
planning for your comeback. You don’t have control over the setbacks put in your path. But,
how amazing would it be to plan a bigger and better comeback? Comeback to what, you may

wonder after a long series of setbacks? Comeback to your passion. Comeback to your dignity.
Comeback to your purpose. Comeback to owning your life. Comeback to the dreams and
plans you put on hold. Comeback to your joy.”
In Genesis 37 & 39-41 is the story of Joseph whose dreams were literally put on hold, more
than once, due to circumstances beyond his control. And what made it worse was that every
time he gained a victory, along came another setback to steal it away again. And yet instead of
allowing his circumstances to shape him in negative ways, he chose to trust God and faithfully
serve in the places God placed him. While in Potiphar’s house it is said that “the Lord was with
Joseph, so he succeeded in everything he did.” And when he was later sent to prison it is said
that “the Lord was with him in prison and showed him his unfailing love….and caused
everything he did to succeed.” Joseph did not allow himself to be shaped in negative ways by
his trials. Instead, he recognized the skill and favor God had bestowed upon him and used the
opportunity to serve his captors faithfully. Through it all Joseph grew in maturity and faith so
that one day he might walk trustworthy in the promise God gave him so many years earlier.
Joseph kept His focus on the Lord and in the end, he lived out his childhood dream of being a
great leader later saying to his brothers who had sold him into slavery… “It was God who sent
me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.” When
we recognize God’s hand and blessing in the trial, we can succeed and experience God’s glory
in places and ways we could never have imagined. Last time I wrote this report we were hoping
to include the arts in worship and although that dream was derailed it is not dead! There are
many dreams waiting to resurrect and many that have yet to be dreamed, so don’t give up or
lose heart. Instead let’s make 2022 the year in which we begin to dream again, hope again,
trust again, believe again, embrace one another with brotherly and sisterly affection again. Let’s
make it a year of living out our life and faith with purpose and intentionality, carefully
remembering the words from James 1:2-4 “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your
way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when our faith is tested, your
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed,
you will be perfect and complete needing nothing.”
Don’t forget…the comeback is always stronger than the setback because your readiness is
greater now than it ever was before. Stay encouraged and be blessed!
Sincerely,
Pastor Stacey Brock

Lead Pastor
GREY MATTERS ARE STILL JUST A SHADE OF BLACK OR WHITE
You can often determine how compassionate and cultured a fellow believer may be when
they address difficult decisions with the slogan “black or white”. Aside from grotesque
nuances of prejudice, such individuals usually carry on by discrediting the moral essence of a

“grey” compromise. Really grey is just an indication of intensity or one’s propensity towards
one position or another. Thankfully our world is not dominated by black or white. Our world,
our lives, our decisions, and our God are full of colour. God’s promise to Noah was
represented by a rainbow, a spectrum of light that signals his persisting intention to love our
world and to work with us towards salvation. (2 Peter 3:1-10). Colour is resplendently
displayed in Scripture with regards to the appearance of heaven and God’s people (Ezekiel,
Revelation) and the wisdom of the kingdom (Proverbs). While simplicity would appeal to
weary pilgrims who are overwhelmed with the foreign experience of the secularism,
Christians must come to terms with two kingdom realities: 1) God loves diversity and has filled
our existence with it (Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:4); 2) The early church was inundated with this same
conundrum and the apostles went to great lengths to accommodate, explain, interpret and
apply some very sticky lifestyle issues. The proof is in the pudding:
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR TOUGH DECISIONS
In the book of Acts we encounter this with Peter (ch.10-11), the Jerusalem Counsel (ch.15); in
Corinthians (1st Cor ch. 1, 8-10, 12-14); Galatians (ch. 2, 5); and in Romans 14:16-20:
“I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean
for anyone who thinks it unclean… The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God…
For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin… So then let us pursue what makes for
peace and for mutual upbuilding.” (Rom 14:14, 22a, 23b, 19)
All through the pandemic our church family was being watched closely by our community
and by other congregations for a spiritual precedent. It’s my deep conviction that sincere
people want to know how to please the Lord and love people amidst COVID’s apparent
decimation of spiritual virtues and personal core values. The apostle Paul anticipated this and
addressed it by stepping up the common antidotes of his day with a notch of spiritual wisdom:
“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things
build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor… Whatever you do,
do all to the glory of God…” (1 Cor. 10:23-24, 31)
Now that the pandemic is chiming down and our conditions for gathering are changing, I
want to say thank you to our congregation. This has been an incredibly challenging season of
growth and unity. The Lord has allowed us to further refine our willingness to be the Park
Drive Team. Many of our new members and guests mention how much they appreciate our
clear desire to protect the lives of others and set a good example in our community. Once
again I am proud to say, “I am the pastor of Park Drive Church.”
With much Gratitude and Conviction

Pastor Bart Thomas

Freedom In The Truth (F.I.T.T. Revitalization Ministry)
Wow. Another whole year has come and gone. It has been a wonderful experience as Sandra and I
are getting to know our Park Drive Family. And a “frustration” of waiting for the opening up of
things that will allow us to regain some sense of “normal-life”.
Above all things, like Paul said, “I press on to reach the end of the race and to receive the heavenly
prize for which God through Christ Jesus is calling us.” (Philippians 3:14). What does this mean for
us in the practical? That, although real – life things that we find ourselves in can be unstable and
confusing, we know that our trust is in the knowledge that we are “in God’s hand”. God knows what
He is doing with us. Do you believe that? I do!
The reason I have to say this is simple. The past two years have not opened many doors for me to
step deeply into the “traveling part of Freedom in The Truth - Ministry”. Nonetheless, the privilege
of walking with the Staff and people at Park Drive Church is a great joy. The passion to help
Churches grow a healthy Leadership – Culture has not lessened. But we know God’s timing is always
perfect. And that is enough to know and hold firmly onto.
So, thank you for your open love and embrace. We know that we are involved in a wonderful Church.
We are very aware of the amazing group of Leaders PDC has been blessed with. And know that
great possibilities sit before us, as we step boldly into whatever future waters Jesus calls us into.
Yes, change is always a stressful thing. But, as our culture and context is always shifting, we are all
asking for God’s wisdom (James 1:5). As we “hear the voice of Holy Spirit”, He will give us those
creative “keys” to effectively bring the Gospel to those around us. May we have our “heart eyes”
open. And to say, “here am I, send me”...
In Him.
Pastor Matt Duffy

